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From the Principal: 
 
As the year continues to fly by, we begin to prepare for the 2015-2016 school year.  As 
part of this preparation, the well –qualified, professional Drake School faculty will 
start the process of placing students in appropriate classrooms for next year. 
 

 A variety of factors are considered when a student’s 
placement is determined.  As part of the placement process, 
information will be collected and shared among the pertinent 
faculty regarding indicators of student ability, motivation, 
behavior and individual needs.  Of course we must also consider 
distributing the students based on total classroom number, gender 
and skill level.  I will be collecting data from your child’s current 
teacher.   Students will then be assigned to classroom groups, based 
on their academic and social needs. Every effort will be made to 
account for your child’s learning style, strengths and needs. 

 
With this being said, no one knows your child as well as his/her parents. If you wish to 
share information with me about your specific concerns, please do so in writing by 
Friday, April 24, 2015.  Please keep the following in mind: 

 All INFORMATION MUST BE IN WRITING. 
 Requests should be sent directly to me by April 24, 2015 
 Please do not assume that I know your wishes. 
 Discussions you have had with staff members about your child’s 

placement cannot be considered without written request to the 
principal. 

 We are requesting that no specific teachers be requested for two 
reasons: We are looking to place your child in the best fit type of 
classroom for his/her needs, and with the possibility of teachers 
moving grade level and room assignments it is difficult to 
predict. 

Placement 
Considerations: 

 Student individual 
needs. 

 Total number of 
students per class 

 Number of each 
gender per class 

 Skill levels 
 Teacher data 
 Parent suggestions 



**Please keep in mind that we will be considering many factors as we establish class 
lists.  It is not a decision that we make lightly. 
**Once class lists are established and you have been notified of your child’s 
placement, absolutely NO changes will be made.  By the time placements have been 
received, many hours have already been spent creating the best possible composition.  I 
have made a firm commitment to the staff that I will not make any changes in class 
lists at that time.  I appreciate you respecting that commitment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Patricia Adler 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New York State Assessments are coming soon: 
 

Grades 3-6 ELA testing:   April 14-16 
Grade 3-6 Math testing:   April 22-24 
Grade 4 Science Performance test:  May 21 
Grade 4 Science written test:   June 1 
 

Classroom requests: 
 All information must be in 

writing. 
 Requests should be sent 

directly to the principal by 
April 24, 2015. 

 Do not request specific 
teachers, instead information 
of a specific need for a type of 
classroom. 

 

Placement Considerations: 
 
 Student individual needs. 
 Total number of students  

per class 
 Number of each gender 

 per class 
 Skill Levels 
 Teacher information- 

collected data 
 Parent suggestions 

 



 

 Testing Tips for Students  

1.  Make sure you understand all the directions given. 

2.  Be sure you know what you are supposed to do before 
answering a question. 

3.  Read each question several times, carefully, before answering. 

4.  Read ALL of the answer choices before making a decision. 

5.  If you are not sure of an answer, cross out the choices you are 
certain are wrong.  Then choose your answer from the ones that 
are left. 

6.  Check your answer sheet often to make sure you have not 
gotten off track and that you are filling in the answers correctly. 

7.  Do all of the easier questions first.  Then go back and work on 
the harder questions.   Remember not to spend all of your time on 
one problem.  If you are not sure, skip the question and go on to 
another one.  Please don't forget to go back and answer that 
problem you skipped. 

8.  If you finish before time is up, go back and check over your 
work. 

9.  Try to relax on test day.  Take several deep breaths and try to 
be calm.  Remember it is only a test and you will still be a special 
person. 

 



  Testing Tips for Parents  

1.  Make sure your child gets plenty of rest the night before the 
test. 

2. On the morning of the test, your child needs to get up in plenty 
of time so he/she won't feel rushed. 

3.  Feed your child a good breakfast.  Research shows that 
children do better on tests if they have had a good breakfast. 

4.  Do as much as you can to make your child feel 
comfortable.  Try not to say things to make him/her feel more 
nervous. 

5.  Reassure your child that no matter the outcome of the test you 
will still love him/her.  Encourage them to simply do their best. 

6.  Take an active role in your child's education throughout the 
school year.  Let your child know you are interested in his/her 
learning by taking part in the entire process. 

7.  When the scores are sent to you, talk to your child's teacher 
and/or principal.  This will help you to understand them more 
clearly. 

8.  Give your child praise even if he or she didn't do well on the 
test.   

 

 
 
 


